Classical Sanskrit Literature
Indian fables not found in the extant books and r@fer$ to about 200 works of Buddhists in this line.
Panchataetra
The Pancbatantra, the most popular work of Fable literature is believed to have been composed by one Vishnu Sarma whose identity has not yet been determined. In the prefatory chapter of the book it is stated that it was composed by one Vishnu Sarma for imparting, within the short period of six months, all essential elements of worldly wisdom and political knowledge to the foolish sons of a king named Amarasakti who ruled at Mahilaropya. It is quite possible that the names of the king and his sons are just a myth, introduced to bring about the unity of the book* The book is divided into five sections, each setting forth one Tdntra or rule of political conduct In each of these five parts there is one main narrative with several minor stories " interwoven. Book I called Mitrabheda or 'Estrangement of friends' deals with the policy of divide and rule and tells how the two jackals, Karataka andDamanaka, lived prosperously by estranging the lion and the bull which were age-long friends. Book II called Mitralabha or the 'Winning of friends' describes the merit of wise alliance and tells how a dove, a mouse, a tortoise, a crow and deer lived happily by mutual help. Book III called KMolukiyam or • The tale of the crow and the owl* deals with hereditary foes, and of the causes of war and peace. Book IV called Labdhapranas® or * The loss o£